
Ruby’s deep connection to papatuanuku

“He kuru pounamu te tamaiti Māori: The Māori child is a treasured gift from our creator”
“Each child is an individual with individual personality traits inherited from their ancestors. The child is 
surrounded by those that have passed on and by whānau that guides them on a day-to-day basis. From 
these guardians, they have developed their own unique ways of being and of enhancing the world. Their 
abilities to grow and learn about their environment and the wider world in their own time and at their own 
pace are accepted unconditionally. These personal traits enhance a child’s rangatiratanga or distinctive 
strengths.” (Te Whatu Pokeka, 2009).



Ruby’s connection to the Ngahere is 

deep. She is extremely curious and 

observant which enables her to really 

notice the extra-ordinary in the 

environments we visit. With each new 

discovering she makes, Ruby fills her 

brain with “wondering” questions and 

explores with all her senses in order to 

understand her world. Today, with a 

feather in one hand and a ponga fern in 

the other, Ruby explored the undersides 

of the clay bank overhangs at McLarens 

Falls. She felt the beautiful moss with 

her feather, and then with her fingers. 

Softly at first, then with more 

questioning fingers which disappeared 

through the moss and felt 

Papatuanuku’s cool skin beneath. She 

smelt the earth and the plants. She 

hunted for the Glow Worm webs and 

pointed them out to us all. Ruby was 

connected to this experience in a way 

that words just don’t do justice to. 

Unpacking the learning for Ruby…Te Whatu Pōkeka, our Kaupapa Māori Curriculum 
for ECE, guides us in our understanding of what 
valued learning looks like when embedded in te 
ao māori. Ruby, brings with her immense mana 
and power passed on by generations of 
whānau who have walked on and talked to this 
land. “Who” Ruby is can not be taught by us, her 
teachers. Ngā āhuatanga o te tamaiti. They are 
ways of being that are part of her, where she 
comes from and from whom she comes from. 
Instead we acknowledge and value the 
richness she brings to our adventures in the 
ngahere. Each moment we spend with her is 
filled with wonderment and awe at the beauty 
that surrounds us and the spiritual connections we have with this world. Ruby 
teaches us to be deeply connected and 
passionate, to be curious and kind. Ruby is our 
wisest resource. Nga mihi, Melissa July 2019


